Application No. 10/031,138 
Amendment dated August 28, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of May 28, 2008 



Docket No.:967_022 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) An Internet charging system in a system having an 
information terminal and a terminal server that provides Internet access service 
employing a puPlic network to the information terminal, comprising^]] on the terminal 
server side[[ T ]][[:]] 

a charging server for sequentially calculating an Internet usage fee which occurs 
according to Internet usage by an Internet user through the information terminal; 

a charging database having a charging table required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; and 

a customer database having a customer table which includes information on a 
customer as the Internet user through the information terminal[[ T ]][[j] 

wherein , on tho term i na l sorvor sido, the charging table which includes 
information on a charging method associated with Internet access is periodically 
transmitted to the information terminal; 

wherein the information terminal is adapted to allow the customer to select a 
desired charging method information from th e i nformat i on i n the transmitted charging 
tableful] , said charging method information including at least one information item 
selected from the group consisting of: a size of the advertisement displayed on the 
information terminal, a number of advertisements displayed on the information terminal, 
electronic commerce deal amount, electronic commerce deal freguencv, and 
communication traffic state information concerning a communication traffic state in the 
public network. 

2. (Currently Amended) An Internet charging system in a system having an 
information terminal and a terminal server that provides Internet access service 
employing a public network to the information terminal, comprising^]] on the terminal 
server side[[ T ]] £QJ] 

a charging server for sequentially calculating an Internet usage fee which occurs 
according to Internet usage by an Internet user through the information terminal; 

a charging database having a charging table required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; 
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a customer database having a customer table which includes information on a 
customer as the Internet user through the information terminal; 

an advertisement data controller for controlling a size and a display time of an 
advertisement which is sent to the terminal server; 

an advertisement content server for retaining contents of the advertisement; 

a data traffic monitor server for monitoring data traffic of the Internet; and 

a usage state monitor server for monitoring a state of Internet usage by the 
customer[[ T ]][[j] 

wherein on tho term i na l sorvor sido, the charging table which includes 
information on a charging method associated with Internet access is periodically 
transmitted to the information terminal[[ T ]][[J] and 

on tho term i na l sorvor s i do, wherein an Internet access service providing 
method, an advertisement distribution method, and the charging method associated 
with Internet access are changed according to the state of Internet usage by the 
customer and the result of the selection by the customer of the desired charging 
method information in the charging tableful . said desired charging method information 
including at least one information item selected from the group consisting of: a size of 
the advertisement displayed on the information terminal, a number of advertisements 
displayed on the information terminal, electronic commerce deal amount, electronic 
commerce deal freguencv, and communication traffic state information concerning a 
communication traffic state in the public network. 

3. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 
comprising in the information terminal tiVB ff ;11 

an access program for accessing the Internet; 

a usage state monitor program for monitoring the state of Internet usage by the 
customer; 

an information terminal charging database having an information terminal 
charging table which includes information required for calculating the Internet usage 
fee; and 
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an access setting database having an access table which includes information 
on plural providers such as phone numbers, ID numbers, passwords, 

wherein the information terminal is configured to automatically change a 
provider. 

4. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 
wherein the charging table has line usage fee information concerning a usage fee of the 
public network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[4-]][[26]] 
wherein the charging table has advertisement size information concerning a size of the 
advertisement displayed on the information terminal. 

6. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[4-]][[26]] 
wherein the charging table system has advertisement number information concerning 
the number of advertisements displayed on the information terminal. 

7. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 
wherein the charging table has advertisement display time information concerning a 
display time of the advertisement displayed on the information terminal. 

8. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 
wherein the charging table has usage time-zone information concerning a time zone in 
which the client uses the Internet. 

9. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 
wherein the charging table has information on accumulated access time that is an 
accumulation of time for which the customer uses the Internet. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 1 
wherein the charging table has data packet amount information concerning an amount 
of data packets utilized in the Internet. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[+]] [[2611 
wherein the charging table has communication traffic state information concerning a 
communication traffic state in the public network. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[+]] [[2611 
wherein the charging table has o l octric electronic commerce deal amount/frequency 
information, which concerns a deal amount when the customer performs electronic 
commerce employing the Internet, and a frequency of performing the electronic 
commerce. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 2, 
comprising in the information terminal M [DJ] 

an access program for accessing the Internet; 

a usage state monitor program for monitoring the state of Internet usage by the 
customer; 

an information terminal charging database having an information terminal charging 
table which includes information required for calculating the Internet usage fee; and 

an access setting database having an access table which includes information on 
plural providers such as phono numbers, I D numbers, passwords , thereby automatically 
changing a provider. 

14. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 2, 
wherein the charging table has line usage fee information concerning a usage fee of the 
public network. 
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1 5. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[2-]] 
[ [231 1, wherein the charging table has advertisement size information concerning a size 
of the advertisement displayed on the information terminal. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[2-]] 
[ [231 1, wherein the charging system advertisement number information concerning the 
number of advertisements displayed on the information terminal. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 2, 
wherein the charging table has advertisement display time information concerning a 
display time of the advertisement displayed on the information terminal. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 2, 
wherein the charging table has usage time-zone information concerning a time zone in 
which the client uses the Internet. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 2, 
wherein the charging table has information on accumulated access time that is an 
accumulation of time for which the customer uses the Internet. 

20. (Previously Presented) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim 2, 
wherein the charging table has data packet amount information concerning an amount 
of data packets utilized in the Internet. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[2]] 
[[2311, wherein the charging table has communication traffic state information 
concerning a communication traffic state in the public network. 

22. (Currently Amended) The Internet charging system as defined in Claim [[2-]] 
[[2311, wherein the charging table has o l octr i c electronic commerce deal 
amount/frequency information, which concerns a deal amount when the customer 
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performs electronic commerce employing the Internet, and a frequency of performing 
the electronic commerce. 

23. (New) An Internet charging system in a system having an information terminal 
and a terminal server that provides Internet access service employing a public network 
to the information terminal, comprising on the terminal server side: 

a charging server for sequentially calculating an Internet usage fee which occurs 
according to Internet usage by an Internet user through the information terminal; 

a charging database having a charging table required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; 

a customer database having a customer table which includes information on a 
customer as the Internet user through the information terminal; 

an advertisement data controller for controlling a size and a display time of an 
advertisement which is sent to the terminal server; 

an advertisement content server for retaining contents of the advertisement; 

a data traffic monitor server for monitoring data traffic of the Internet; and 

a usage state monitor server for monitoring a state of Internet usage by the 
customer; 

wherein the charging table which includes information on a charging method 
associated with Internet access is periodically transmitted to the information terminal; 

wherein an Internet access service providing method, an advertisement 
distribution method, and the charging method associated with Internet access are 
changed according to the state of Internet usage by the customer and the result of the 
selection by the customer of the desired charging method information in the charging 
table; and 

wherein the information terminal is configured to automatically change a 
provider. 

24. (New) A method of providing a network access to a user of an information 
terminal in a system including a terminal server, a charging server, and a customer 
database, said method comprising the steps of: 
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responsive to receiving a network access request from said user by said terminal 
server, conditionally, upon successfully authenticating said user, granting said 
connection request; 

charging said user by said charging server based upon a charging information in 
said customer database; 

presenting a user with a charging method information including at least one 
information item selected from the group consisting of: a size of the advertisement 
displayed on the information terminal, a number of advertisements displayed on the 
information terminal, electronic commerce deal amount, electronic commerce deal 
frequency, and communication traffic state information concerning a communication 
traffic state in the public network; 

responsive to accepting said user's selection, transmit said selection to at least 
one of: said customer database, said charging server. 

25. (New) A method of providing a network access to a user of an information 
terminal in a system including a terminal server, a charging server, a customer 
database, and an access setting database including information on plural providers, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

responsive to receiving a network access request from said user by said terminal 
server, conditionally, upon successfully authenticating said user, granting said 
connection request; 

charging said user by said charging server based upon a charging information in 
said customer database; 

presenting a user with a charging method information; 

responsive to accepting said user's selection, automatically select a provider 
from said access setting database. 

26. (New) An Internet charging system in a system having an information terminal 
and a terminal server that provides Internet access service employing a public network 
to the information terminal, comprising on the terminal server side: 
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a charging server for sequentially calculating an Internet usage fee which occurs 
according to Internet usage by an Internet user through the information terminal; 

a charging database having a charging table required for calculating the Internet 
usage fee; 

a customer database having a customer table which includes information on a 
customer as the Internet user through the information terminal; and 

an access setting database including information on plural providers; 

wherein the charging table which includes information on a charging method 
associated with Internet access is periodically transmitted to the information terminal; 

wherein the information terminal is adapted to allow the customer to select a 
desired charging method information from the information in the transmitted charging 
table; and 

wherein the information terminal is configured to automatically change a provider. 
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